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THERAPEUTICAL. 

THE USE OF DIURETIN-KNOLL IN GENITO¬ 
URINARY SURGERY. 

Under the above title Dr. Edward L. Keyes, of New 
York, recently read a paper before the American Associa¬ 
tion of Andrology and Syphilology. After mentioning the 
various measures which had been employed for the preven¬ 
tion of “ urinary fever ” after operations on the urethra and 
bladder, and the small benefit he had himself derived from 
them, he calls attention to the case of an old gentleman 
from whose bladder he had removed a large stone, at the 
same time removing an outstanding third lobe. After the 
operation the case looked desperate, and the patient was 
given ten grains of diuretin, which dose was frequently 
repeated. The patient recovered, and since then Dr. 
Keyes has given diuretin in every case of urethral or blad¬ 
der operation falling under his hands. On the day of opera¬ 
tion he gives ten grains of diuretin every four hours for 
forty-eight hours. Since using the drug he has never seen 
a case of chill or suppression of urine following the opera¬ 
tion. Diuretin is a free diuretic and does not irritate the 
stomach nor depress a weak heart. 

EXALGINE IN THE TREATMENT OF NERVOUS 

DISEASES. 

As numerous experiments are being made at present 
with this drug, we append the results of several investi¬ 
gators’ work to ascertain its real value in therapeutics. 

Dr. George Herschell (Deutsche medicinal-Zeitung) has 
observed important and permanent beneficial effects follow¬ 
ing the exhibition of exalgine in locomotor ataxia. The 
pains are distinctly alleviated after the second dose, and in 
some cases remain absent for a long period. In a case of 
ataxia, in which the patient had had gastric crises, with 
severe attacks of vomiting, the administration of 0.6 of 
exalgine, half an hour before the seizures, eventuated in the 
permanent relief of the condition. Trigeminal neuralgia, 
which was one of the obstinate affections to deal with, had 
not only been relieved by this drug, but recurrence of the 
paroxysms had been prevented for three and four months 
at a time. In ischiatica several severe cases had been cured 
in two days by the administration of 0.2 of exalgine three 
times daily. The pains of herpes zoster were relieved after 
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the second dose of the drug was taken. Dr. F. Sinclair 
(British Medical Journal) said that from his observation 
with this medicament he was satisfied that it deserved a 
permanent place among the analgesics, as being one that 
was prompt in action, was safe, and could always be relied 
upon. By giving it in broken doses of from 0.03 to 0.06 it 
was free from any danger of producing intoxication. If 
after the first dose the pain was not relieved, it should be 
repeated in one-half hour; it was seldom that four doses 
had to be given consecutively. The class of patients to 
which this drug was most applicable were those persons of 
neurotic temperaments, suffering with pain of a functional 
character and also pain from dietetic causes. Pain of an 
organic or mechanical nature was not influenced by exal- 
gine. During the recent epidemic of influenza this drug 
exerted marked alleviation on the attending paroxysms of 
pain. In angina pectoris its influence for good was very 
noticeable. Henry Semple (ibid.), in treating an hysterical 
patient for nervous headache, gave as large dose as 0.12 
twice daily and increased it to 0.3, with the effect of the 
pain being absent for eight hours at a time. On the recur¬ 
rence of the headache two doses were given in quick suc¬ 
cession with the result, in fifteen minutes, of a sudden 
scream and the patient saying she was dying. The skin 
and fingers became numb, there was nystagmus, with inter¬ 
mittent numb feeling in the head and a very heavy sensa¬ 
tion in the region of the diaphragm. After a few moments 
emesis took place, with a very marked improvement in the 
general condition of the patient. Sleep followed. The pain 
in the head came on again in two hours, the numbness 
continued in the fingers for the whole day. So that the 
author concludes that for the drug to be safe it should not 
be given in greater quantities than 0.12. 

THE TREATMENT OF NEURALGIAS WITH 
CHLORMETHYL. 

The “Deutsche med. Wochenschrift" contains an article 
by Steiner on the benefits to be derived from the use of this 
material in the treatment of the several neuralgic conditions 
which yield so obstinately to the known remedies. The 
chlormethyl (CH 3 CL), or monochlormethane, originally a 
gas, becomes fluid through the pressure of four atmospheres; 
in this condition it is carried into copper syphons. An 
apparatus is fitted to the bottle by which means the chlor¬ 
methyl is allowed to escape as a thick cloud directly against 
the painful part to be treated. The part becomes as cold as 



